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Junior English (I, AP) 

Course Description 
Junior English integrates advanced principles of composition with the study of American literature. Various writing 
experiences are included, with special emphasis on rhetorical analysis and research. The study of American literature exposes 
the student to fiction, nonfiction, poetry, and drama. Both semesters include the reading of texts by American writers of 
diverse backgrounds. 

Essential Standards 
Semester 1 

Subject Expectation: Reading Informational Text 
Essential Learning: Craft and Structure 
RI.11-12.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences 
drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 
RI.11-12.5 Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the structure an author uses in his or her exposition or argument, 
including whether the structure makes points clear, convincing, and engaging. 
RI.11-12.6 Determine an author's point of view or purpose in a text in which the rhetoric is particularly effective, analyzing 
how style and content contribute to the power, persuasiveness or beauty of the text. 

Subject Expectation: Reading Literature 
Essential Learning: Key Ideas and Details 
RL.11-12.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences 
drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 

Subject Expectation: Speaking and Listening 
Essential Learning: Comprehension and Collaboration 
SL.11-12.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) 
with diverse partners on grades 11-12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and 
persuasively. 
SL.11-12.3 Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, assessing the stance, premises, 
links among ideas, word choice, points of emphasis, and tone used. 

Subject Expectation: Language 
Essential Learning: Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 
L.11-12.4a Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word's position or function in 
a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

Subject Expectation: Writing 
Essential Learning: Text Types and Purposes 
W.11-12.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and 
accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. (W.11-12.2 a-f) 

W.11-12.2B Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, extended definitions, concrete details, 
quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic. 
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Essential Learning: Production and Distribution of Writing 
W.11-12.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in 
standards 1–3 above.) 

Semester 2 

Subject Expectation: Reading Informational Text 
Essential Learning: Key Ideas and Details 
RI.11-12.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences 
drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 

Essential Learning: Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
R.I. 11-12.7 Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively) as well as in words in order to address a question or solve a problem. 

Subject Expectation: Reading Literature 
Essential Learning: Key Ideas and Details 
RL.11-12.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences 
drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 

Subject Expectation: Speaking and Listening 
Essential Learning: Comprehension and Collaboration 
SL.11-12.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) 
with diverse partners on grades 11-12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and 
persuasively. 

Essential Learning: Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 
SL.11-12.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a clear and distinct perspective, such that 
listeners can follow the line of reasoning, alternative or opposing perspectives are addressed, and the organization, 
development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and a range of formal and informal tasks. 

Subject Expectation: Writing 
Essential Learning: Text Types and Purposes 
W.11-12.1 Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning 
and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

Essential Learning: Research to Build and Present Knowledge 
W.11-12.7 Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated 
question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, 
demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. 

W.11-12.8 Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches 
effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each source in terms of the task, purpose, and audience; integrate 
information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one source and 
following a standard format for citation. 
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